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                                            COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 

Introduction. 

Austrey C.E. Primary School is voluntary controlled Church of England Primary school, 

where Christianity is fundamental to every aspect of school life. 

We believe that the legal framework and its Christian foundation point to worship as the 

central focus for the ethos of the school. 

Worship is an area of school life which draws on its Christian roots and the creativity of the 

staff and pupils. 

It provides an opportunity for Christian values and principles to be reflected and affirmed and 

for the spirituality of pupils to find expression and development. 

Daily worship is therefore a valuable part of the whole education we provide for the pupils, 

where the larger world we inhabit is acknowledged by its mystery and wonder. 

 

Worship and the Education Act 

The 1998 Education Reform Act highlighted the importance of the spiritual development in 

every child`s education, of which worship is central. 

Education in worship should be exploratory and affirm the beliefs that children hold, helping 

them to understand the Christian faith. 

 

Aims. 

Through a daily Act of worship, we aim to: 

 

 Promote the spiritual development of pupils. 

 Foster a sense of community. 

 Create an atmosphere in which those who wish to worship can do so. 

 Encourage a reflective approach to life. 

 Encourage a sense of responsibility towards other people and the environment. 

 Develop and enhance understanding for one’s own beliefs and the beliefs of others. 

 Encourage a thought provoking atmosphere in the search for meaning of the wonders 

and mysteries of the world. 

 Allow pupils the opportunity for participation in a shared experience in a variety of 

ways. 

 Provide an educational experience. 

 

Objectives. 

Through the legal framework and the individual Christian ethos of our school, the Act of daily 

worship will enable staff and pupils to feel a sense of unity and identity. 

The object of meeting together, is to acknowledge and reflect on God, beyond and in us all. 

Worship will have meaning and purpose, using Christian beliefs in ways that will include an 

understanding of other individual beliefs which are respected. 

It will take into account the backgrounds of the pupils, their ages and aptitudes. 

 

Organisation. 

The daily act of worship at Austrey School recognises the importance of meeting together. 

Collective worship usually takes place first thing in the morning. 

 

In order to create the right atmosphere for Collective Worship, staff  have agreed on a practice 

which is consistent, yet allows for a variety of forms of presentation.   

 

                                                                  
 



The school hall is usually used for collective worship (although on occasions, it may be 

appropriate to use a classroom). 

Therefore, in order to create a suitable atmosphere for collective worship, a lighted candle and 

a cross are used as a focus to centre thought for refection. 

We have close links with the village church, which is also used for collective worship during 

festivals and services. 

 

                                            
 

We welcome the participation of our vicar and visitors in our collective worship. 

Hymns and prayers may also form part of the act of worship. 

We aim to use hymns which assume that all pupils are committed to the words which are 

basically understood. 

When praying, pupils are expected to be respectful of the occasion and find their comfortable 

praying position. 

 

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from the daily act of collective worship 

without giving a reason to do so. If a parent wishes to consider this option, they are 

encouraged to approach the Head teacher. 

School must comply with this wish and ensure a duty of care for pupils withdrawn from 

collective worship. 

     

Planning and Recording. 

Collective worship is planned and prepared well, which values its importance.  Depending on 

the content, it includes some time for: 

 

 thinking / reflecting 

 sharing 

 listening 

 stillness and silence 

 prayer 

 hymn or song 

 a variety of forms of presentation  

 

Our planning format for collective worship takes into account the cycle of the Anglican year 

as well as using a variety of other recognised special dates.   

Weekly planning sheets are used, completed by the Head teacher and member of staff leading 

the collective worship session. 

These also act as a record being amended on a day to day basis as an accurate diary for 

governors and parents who may wish to see what collective worship has taken place / is to 

take place each week /half term.   

 

See also our Collective Worship Long Term Plans 

 

------------------------------- 

This policy has been written through staff and governor consultation and will be reviewed bi 

annually 

 

Autumn term 2014 

 

Date for Review Autumn Term 2016 

                                                                                                               


