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 Austrey C.E. Primary School 

 

Homework Policy 

Introduction 

At Austrey C.E. Primary School, we believe that homework should be a regular activity in order to ensure that learning is a 

continuous process.  Depending upon the age and ability of the child, homework should be carried out for short periods of 

time each week. 

 

We feel that there should be a steady increase in the expectations of children to work at home, from Year 1 through to Year 6.  

By the time the children move to secondary school, they are then prepared for the commitment expected there. 

 

We believe that homework encourages the children to become interested and enthusiastic about continuing school based 

work at home, thus developing responsibility, independence and a positive attitude towards doing quality work at home. 

It also enables parents to be actively engaged in their child`s learning. 

 

Homework should be purposeful and valued. 

 

What is homework? 

Homework is an effective way of reinforcing and/or extending what is learned in school.  It is any work or activity which 

children are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.   During their time at Austrey 

C.E. Primary School, the children will encounter different types of homework which include: 

 

Reading, literacy work, maths, topic work.   

The children may be expected to: 

-  find out information 

-  read in preparation for lessons 

-  prepare oral presentations 

-  write assignments 

-  work on subject specific tasks 

-  practice reading skills 

-  practice “Letters and Sounds” phonic phases in the infant classes and more complex phonic rules in KS2 as a continuation 

of Letters and Sounds. 

-  learn times tables. 

 

Organisation of Homework. 

Reception 

A meeting is held for parents early in the Autumn term the child starts school, which explains how phonics and reading are 

taught, so that parents know how to help their child at home. 

Reception children take their story/reading book home every day. When ready to start Phase Two ‘Letters and Sounds’ they 

will also bring home a Phoneme Tin and a Letters and Sounds book with new sounds to learn. Parents are encouraged to 

complete the phonic/reading activities suggested with their children for 5-10mins everyday.  

Each half term, a list of the “Letters and Sounds” phonics rules which will be taught is sent home so that parents can support 

their children. 

 

Years 1 and 2. 

Homework is written on a piece of paper and sent home. Each child has a special, labelled Homework folder provided by 

school. A copy of the weekly homework is also pinned up in the classroom for parents/children to see. 

Children in Years 1 and 2 will receive approximately one hour’s homework each week, which will include the following 

activites: 

As part of the Transition from Reception to Year 1, the amount of homework given will build up gradually over the Autumn 

Term. 

 

Reading. 

Parents are encouraged to try and hear their child read for a short period each day, then enter in his/her reading record book. 

Reading homework is intended to encourage good reading habits.  By sharing and celebrating a child’s reading 

development, he/she should learn to enjoy reading from an early age, putting the strategies into practice which are required 

for all aspects of work. 

 

Spellings. 

Each half term, a list of the “Letters and Sounds” phonics rules which will be taught is sent home so that parents can support 

their children. High frequency / “tricky” words are also included. 

 

Literacy Work. 

Literacy work as well as reading is sent home each week. The purpose of this is to reinforce work learned in school. 
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Number Work. 

A weekly number work activity will be sent home which reinforces the numeracy learned in school. 

 

Topic 

Children may, on occasions, be asked to find out some information to enable them to discover something relating to their 

class topic. The children will be told when the information should be brought into school. 

Children are told about the new topic they will be studying after the half term break and can find out about it during the 

school holiday. They are given a choice about what they can find out. 

At the end of each half term`s topic, children have a choice of homework activities to complete, each one worth points. 

This enables children to select a number of shorter homework activities or a longer task, which add up to the required 

points. The activities reinforce what the children have learned in class. 

 

Juniors. 

 

Children in Key Stage 2 write their homework down in their home/school diary (class 4)  

or a special homework book. (class 3) 

Parents and teachers may also make comments here specifically relating to the homework.  Parents are asked to comment 

regarding the activity on the completed work.  All comments by the parents and staff are dated and signed. 

Children are given rewards for good homework, which informs the parents and children that the homework was of good 

quality and acknowledges the time spent on it. 

If there are any problems with a child`s homework, the class teachers inform parents through the home / school diary and 

parents follow this up as they choose ( written reply, telephone call, drop in to see teacher)  

 

Years 3 and 4. 

Children in Years 3 and 4 will receive approximately 1½ hours homework a week, which will include the following 

activities: 

 

Reading. 

We encourage parents to hear their child read from his/her reading book or some other book on a regular basis and enter it 

in the child’s reading record book. 

 

Literacy Work. 

Additional literacy work is sent home on a weekly basis.  This may take the form of a short piece of work to be completed 

in a few days, or an extended piece of work which can be worked on for short periods of time over a number of weeks. 

 

Numeracy. 

Numeracy work including learning times tables is sent home weekly. Parents are told which tables the class is working on at 

the time. 

 

Spellings 

Each half term, a list of the phonics rules which will be taught, broken down into weekly sections, is sent home in advance 

so that parents can support their children. 

 

Topic 

Children may, on occasions, be asked to find out some information to enable them to discover something relating to their 

class topic. The children will be told when the information should be brought into school. 

Children are told about the new topic they will be studying after the half term break and can find out about it during the 

school holiday. They are given a choice about what they can find out. 

At the end of each half term`s topic, children have a choice of homework activities to complete, each one worth points. 

This enables children to select a number of shorter homework activities or a longer task, which add up to the required 

points. The activities reinforce what the children have learned in class. 

 

Year 5 and 6. 

In Years 5 and 6, the pupils will be given approximately 2½ hours homework a week, as follows: 

 

Reading. 

Reading may not be specified as homework for all children, in Years 5 and 6, but we hope that children will choose to read 

some type of reading material for a short time every night.  In these year groups, homework may often consist of a particular 

reading task relating to work being covered in school.  At times the children will be asked to keep a reading journal. 

 

Literacy Work. 

Additional literacy work is sent home on a weekly basis, either in the form of a short piece of work to be completed in a few 

days, or an extended piece of work over a given period of time. 

 

Numeracy. 

A weekly numeracy task is sent home, to reinforce and extend work carried out in class.  
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Spellings 

Each half term, a list of the phonics rules which will be taught, broken down into taught timetable sections, is sent home in 

advance so that parents can support their children. 

 

Other Homework Tasks, 

In Years 5 and 6, other homework tasks will be more varied and may include: 

topic related work (eg science, geography, history) 

extended topic project 

story writing 

finding out/researching 

drawing/sketching 

planning. 

These tasks will be sent home as and when appropriate. 

 

When children move in to the upper junior class, the increase in homework may cause concerns for some children. The 

teachers are mindful of this and will build up the amount of homework gradually and to suit the individual child. 

 

Homework Contracts. 

All children in Years 1-6 take home a Homework Contract, which outlines to the parents what homework is given on which 

days and when it should be handed in, as well as how much homework should be expected each week.  Parents and children 

are requested to sign the contract and return it to school.  A copy is then sent home. 

 

Guidance is sent home to parents explaining the duration/types of homework they should expect their child to receive 

during his/her time at Austrey School, which includes suggestions on ways parents can help and a useful ‘toolkit’ list for 

children. 

 

Planning, Marking, Record Keeping. 

 

The class teacher(s) are responsible for setting and marking homework.  Homework may be given as a class or in groups. 

The class teachers are responsible for keeping records of homework set and completed homework. 

 

The Role of Parents and Carers in supporting children. 

Parents and children who join the school at times other than the normal intake date and parents and children in years 1, 3 

and 5 sign a homework contract which states which days homework is given out and when it needs to be brought in to 

school. The contract lasts for the two years the child is in the mixed age class. 

Parents are encouraged to comment on the homework their child receives week, to which the class teacher responds. 

Parents/Carers are encouraged to support their children with homework. 

We hope parents will also monitor their child’s homework. 

Parents are encouraged to make it clear to their children that they value homework and support the school in explaining how 

it can help their learning.  We hope they will encourage their child to do homework praising appropriately when it is 

completed. 

We ask parents to talk with their child about the importance of homework when the homework contract is signed. 

Parents are given an information sheet about our homework policy and practice which suggests materials (“tool kit”) and 

provision (eg quiet place) which allow their children to complete homework of quality.  

In the Summer term, when we are involved with Induction, preparing the children for their new classes in the Autumn, the  

year 5 / 6 teacher meets with the children in year 4 and their parents to explain what is expected in year 5, also discussing 

homework and how it is organised. 

 

The Role of the Teacher in supporting the children with their homework. 

The class teachers are responsible for setting homework for their pupils and ensuring that instructions are clear and easily 

understood. 

(Infants: instructions on paper. 

Juniors: pupils write what they are required to do in their home/school diary). 

We value the importance of the quality of work produced and this is made clear to the children when the teacher gives 

feedback. 

Teachers are not expected to mark all aspects of every piece of homework done by every child on every occasion, but will 

acknowledge the homework to show that it is valued. 

For example teachers may be looking to see if a skill has been mastered, asking for information in preparation for a topic or 

asking for something to be learned in preparation for a test. 

The teachers’ involvement will depend upon the type of homework set, the range of tasks set aims to keep the work load of 

teachers manageable. 

If children do not understand or struggle with any homework, the class teachers go through it again and support the child in 

school. 

Our curriculum workshop evenings takes into account what parents need help with when supporting their child/ren at home. 
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Parents are asked what they would like us to provide (e.g. information on how to help their child with maths at home) and 

workshops are delivered. School also gives parents leaflets / booklets linked to how they can help their child at home. 

 

Special Educational Needs/Equal Opportunities. 

At Austrey School, we are committed to equal opportunities and all children will have access to homework. 

In certain cases, children may be given a range of differing activities to suit their needs. 

We have thought carefully about the types, the duration and frequency of homework for our pupils.  We appreciate that 

families have their own commitments and we value the out of school activities that our children participate in.  e.g. 

swimming and other sports; dancing; brownies/cubs.  These activities are an important aspect of a child’s development and 

should also be seen as “study skills” which take place during out of school hours. 

We have therefore tried to ensure that our pupils are given homework at times to allow flexibility for its completion, 

because some families prefer homework to be done on week days, others at week-ends. 

 

This policy will be reviewed every two years. 

 

The effectiveness of our homework policy will be monitored by staff and involve pupil/parent consultation. 

 

 

Latest Review Autumn Term 2014 

 

Next Review date Autumn 2016 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

Homework Contracts  

 Reception - Schedule 

 Year 1 

 Owl Class 

 Kingfisher Class 
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AUSTREY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 

HOMEWORK SCHEDULE 

 

 

RECEPTION  

 

 

Reception children will receive the following homework: 

 

1. Reading books – please go through these every night, if possible, 

including individual phonic/spelling programme. 

 

 

2. Phonic/ spelling lists are sent home half termly with all the rules to be 

covered over the half term. 

 

 

Thank you. 
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AUSTREY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOMEWORK CONTRACT 

 

YEAR 1  

 

Year 1 pupils will receive approximately one hour’s homework a week as follows:- 

 

1. English activity – Monday. (Please hand in Thursday) 

 

2. Maths activity including tables - Wednesday. (Please hand in Monday) 

 

3. Reading - every night, if possible, including individual phonic/spelling programme. 

 

4. Topic work when appropriate. 

 

5. Phonic/ spelling lists are sent home half termly with all the rules to be covered 

over the half term. 

 

 

 

 

                                   I agree to complete my homework each week 

                                    

                                  ______________________ Child’s signature   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                         

 

                      I agree to support my child in completing the above tasks 

 

                     _______________________ Parents/Guardians signature 

 

_________________________________________________________________  
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AUSTREY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOMEWORK CONTRACT 

 

OWL CLASS 

 

Year 2 pupils will receive approximately one hours homework a week and Year 3 and 4 

pupils will receive approximately 1½ hours homework a week as follows:- 

 

1. English activity - Monday. 

 

2. Maths activity - Wednesday. 

 

3. Reading including reading activities linked to Group Reading - ongoing. 

 

4. Topic assignments will be sent home when appropriate, usually at the end of each 

half term. 

 

5. Phonic / spelling lists are sent home half termly with all the rules to be covered 

over the half term. 

 

6. Times tables to be learned are sent home each week and will usually change 

weekly. 

 

 

The homework issued on Monday is to be completed by Friday.  Wednesday homework is 

to be handed in on the following Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   I agree to complete my homework each week 

                                    

                                  ______________________ Child’s signature   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                         

 

                      I agree to support my child in completing the above tasks 

 

                     _______________________ Parents/Guardians signature 
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AUSTREY C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

HOMEWORK CONTRACT 

 

KINGFISHER CLASS 

 

Year 4 pupils will receive approximately 1 ½  half hours a week homework. 

Year 5 and 6 pupils will receive approximately 2½ hours homework a week as follows:- 

 

1. English activity – Wednesday. 

 

2. Maths activity including times tables – Friday. 

 

3. Reading including reading journal – ongoing. 

 

4. Finding appropriate information/project work.   

  

5. Science homework when appropriate.    

 

The homework issued on Wednesday is to be completed by the following Tuesday.  

Thursday homework is to be handed in on the following Thursday/ Friday.   

 

 

 

I agree to complete my homework each week 

 

_______________________ Child’s signature 

 

 

I agree to support my child in completing the above tasks 

 

__________________________________ Parents/Guardians signature 

 

 

 


